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Radar to zone in on hidden
gravestones

Historical society, professor scouring Pioneer
Cemetery

Matt O’Mansky, Youngstown State University anthropology professor, uses ground-penetrating radar
Thursday to locate buried headstones at Warren’s Pioneer Cemetery.
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WARREN — The Trumbull County Historical Society in partnership with a
Youngstown State University anthropology professor are seeking to
unearth hidden headstones at historic Pioneer Cemetery.

The society said in a news release the project “is not only significant for
historical preservation, but also for enhancing the educational and
cultural understanding of Warren’s heritage.”

By mapping out the headstones, the society aims to generate detailed
records and discover information about the early residents of the area.

Savannah Moss, collections and research manager with the historical

society, said Pioneer Cemetery is believed to be the oldest cemetery in the
Western Reserve.

“The first burial was in 1804,” Moss said. “Some of the earlier settlers to
the Warren area are buried here. A lot of the early settlers that came from
Connecticut, especially the New Haven area. The earliest pioneers are
here.”
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According to Moss, those buried at the cemetery include 20 veterans of the
Revolutionary War; 23 veterans of the War of 1812; three veterans of the
Mexican War; and four Civil War veterans.

Moss said roughly 200 to 300 people were buried originally at the site.

On Thursday, YSU anthropology professor Matt O’Mansky wheeled the
ground-penetrating radar through the Mahoning Avenue NW cemetery
looking for disturbed soil.

O’Mansky said when the machine picks up on something underground, the
rate at which the radar moves will change.

“The TV shows are not at all what you actually see, like you're not going
to see a skull or anything,” he said. “You get, on the screen, these arches
when you hit something. The stronger the reflection, the more
pronounced that arch is.”

O’Mansky said if the radar hit a buried headstone, it would register a
“strong reflection” with the machine and slow down the radar.

Over the years, some headstones have become weathered, shifted or
buried, obscuring the complete historical record of the cemetery.

O’Mansky said that according to records, several individuals were recorded
to be buried at the cemetery but do not have headstones.

“We’re hoping to be able to check those unmarked graves,” he said.
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O’Mansky said the main issue with the search is the wet soil. He said a
more formal survey will be conducted later in the summer.

Moss also said the historical society received a donation from the Trumbull
County Geological Society.

“They donated their records from a 2003 survey that they had done of the
cemetery,” Moss said. “Kate Pfouts, our archivist, and I received the
donation and then we decided to come and visit the cemetery.”

Moss and Pfouts were “a bit dismayed” at the condition of the cemetery
due to its age. Moss said they were “very passionate” about conducting a
project at the site.

“We started looking for grants to fund a digitization project for those
records from the geological society,” she said. “That grant was from the
Ohio Historical Advisory Records Board. It was the Ohio Archives Grant.
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With the funding, the historical society hired an intern, India Gatts, who
will be digitizing and researching the cemetery.

“Since then, we’ve had a community cleanup day and now we’re doing
ground-penetrating radar,” Moss said. “So again, it just keeps
snowballing.”

Have an interesting story? Contact Mason Cole by email at mcole@

tribtoday.com. Follow him on X, formerly Twitter, @masoncoletrib.
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